AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 18, 2006
AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 28, 2006
AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 14, 2006

SENATE BILL No. 1227

Introduced by Senator Denham
(Coauthors: Senators Dutton, Simitian, Soto, and Torlakson)
(Coauthors: Assembly Members Cogdill, Matthews, and Salinas)

February 6, 2006

An act to-ada-Section—146327to-the Penal-Coede—and—to—amend

Seetion—22352-of —to—add-Section—42012to,—and—to—repeal-Seetion
22358-4-ef; amend, repeal, and add Section 22352 of the Vehicle
Code, relating to vehicles.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 1227, as amended, Denham. Prima facie speed limits: schools:
school zones.
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(1) Under existing law, a 25 miles per hour prima facie limit is
established when approaching or passing a school building or school
grounds on highways contiguous thereto if posted with a standard
“SCHOOL” warning sign while children are going to or leaving the
school either during school hours or during the noon recess period,
and on when approaching or passing certain separated school grounds.
Existing law, however, authorizes a city or county, upon the basis of
an engineering and traffic survey that determines that the prima facie
speed limit of 25 miles per hour established is more than is reasonable
or safe, by ordinance or resolution, to determine and declare a prima
facie speed limit of 20 or 15 miles per hour, whichever is justified as
the appropriate speed limit by that survey.

This bill would enact “The Gonzalez-Martinez-Maloney School
Safety Act” and would, until January 1, 2010, establish a 15 mile per
hour prima facie speed limit pilot program for the above-described
school zones in Merced County and Monterey County. The bill would
allow a—eeunty—er—eity local authority within those counties, by
ordinance or resolution, to determine and declare that the 15 miles per
hour prima facie speed limit does not apply to a particular school
building or school grounds and to notify the affected school district of
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that determination. The bill would provide that the 15 mile per hour
prima facie speed limit applies to state highways near schools only
upon the authorization of the Department of Transportation.

Because this bill would-expand-the-—scope-of-an—existing create a
new crime, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

The bill would, until January 1, 2010, require local authorities in
those 2 counties to report annually on July 1st of each year to the
Department of California Highway Patrol on the collisions, citations,
average vehicle speed, speed limits, and use of signs specified in (2) in
each school zones within their jurisdiction. The bill would require the
Department of California Highway Patrol, by January 1, 2009, to
collate the submitted data and to report to the Legislature and
Governor on the above specified data and to make recommendation
on the continued use, expansion, or elimination of the 15 mile per
hour prima facie speed limit near schools.

Because this bill would impose new duties on local authorities in
Merced County and Monterey County, this bill would impose a
state-mandated local program.

(2) The bill would authorize, until January 1, 2010, local
authorities in the state to provide for the posting of temporary speed
limits signs on roadways adjacent to school grounds that read
“Children Are Present”” and indicate the speed limit.

(3) The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement.

This bill would provide that with regard to certain mandates no
reimbursement is required by this act for a specified reason.

With regard to any other mandates, this bill would provide that, if
the Commission on State Mandates determines that the bill contains
costs so mandated by the state, reimbursement for those costs shall be
made pursuant to the statutory provisions noted above.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:
1 SECTION 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as

2 “The Gonzalez-Martinez-Maloney School Safety Act” to honor
3 the memories of Paola Gonzalez, Daisy Martinez, and “Officer
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Jim” Maloney who were pedestrians killed by a motor vehicle
near schools.

SEC. 2. Section 22352 of the Vehicle Code is amended to
read:

22352. (a) The prima facie limits are as follows and shall be
applicable unless changed as authorized in this code and, if so
changed, only when signs have been erected giving notice
thereof:

(1) Fifteen miles per hour:

(A) When traversing a railway grade crossing, if during the
last 100 feet of the approach to the crossing the driver does not
have a clear and unobstructed view of the crossing and of any
traffic on the railway for a distance of 400 feet in both directions
along the railway. This subdivision does not apply in the case of
any a railway grade crossing where a human flagman is on duty
or a clearly visible electrical or mechanical railway crossing
signal device is installed but does not then indicate the immediate
approach of a railway train or car.

(B) When traversing-any an intersection of highways if during
the last 100 feet of the driver’s approach to the intersection the
driver does not have a clear and unobstructed view of the
intersection and of any traffic upon all of the highways entering
the intersection for a distance of 100 feet along all those
highways, except at an intersection protected by stop signs or
yield right-of-way signs or controlled by official traffic control
signals.

(C) On-any an alley.

(D) (i) Except as provided in clauses (ii) and (iii), in Merced
County and Monterey Counties, when approaching or passing a
school building or school grounds contiguous to a highway and
posted with a standard “SCHOOL” warning sign, while children
are going to or leaving the school either during school hours or
during the noon recess period. The prima facie limit shall also
apply when approaching or passing any school grounds that are
not separated from the highway by a fence, gate, or other
physical barrier while the grounds are in use by children and the
highway is posted with a standard “SCHOOL” warning sign.
For purposes of this subparagraph, standard “SCHOOL”
warning signs may be placed at any distance up to 500 feet away
from school grounds.
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(if) This subparagraph shall apply to a state highway only
upon the authorization of the Department of Transportation.

(iii) A local authority in Merced County or Monterey County
may, by ordinance or resolution, determine and declare that the
15 miles per hour prima facie speed limit for a particular school
building or school ground is unsafe, in which case, clause (i)
does not apply to that school building or ground. The local
authority shall notify the affected school district of its decision
under this clause.

(2) Twenty-five miles per hour:

(A) On-any a highway other than a state highway, in-apy a
business or residence district unless a different speed is
determined by local authority under procedures set forth in this
code.

(B) When-Except for a school building or school grounds in
Merced County and Monterey County that is subject to
subparagraph (D) of paragraph (1), when approaching or
passing a school building or—the school grounds—thereof,
contiguous to a highway and posted with a standard “SCHOOL”
warning sign, while children are going to or leaving the school
either during school hours or during the noon recess period. The
prima facie limit shall also apply when approaching or passing
any school grounds—whieh that are not separated from the
highway by a fence, gate, or other physical barrier while the
grounds are in use by children and the highway is posted with a
standard “SCHOOL” warning sign. For purposes of this
subparagraph, standard “SCHOOL” warning signs may be placed
at any distance up to 500 feet away from school grounds.

(C) When passing a senior center or other facility primarily
used by senior citizens, contiguous to a street other than a state
highway and posted with a standard “SENIOR” warning sign. A
local authority is not required to erect-any a sign pursuant to this
paragraph until donations from private sources covering those
costs are received and the local agency makes a determination
that the proposed signing should be implemented. A local
authority may, however, utilize any other funds available to it to
pay for the erection of those signs.

(b) Fhis-seetion-shal-become-operative-on-Mareh-1,2001-A
local authority in Merced County or Monterey County shall
report annually on July 1 of each year to the Department of the
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California Highway Patrol for each of the school zones within
the local authority’s jurisdiction on the collisions, citations,
average vehicle speeds, speed limit, and the use of temporary
signs pursuant to subdivision (d).

(c) Notwithstanding Section 7550.5 of the Government Code,
by January 1, 2009, the Department of the California Highway
Patrol shall collate the data submitted pursuant to subdivision
(b) and report to the Legislature and the Governor on the
collisions, citations, average vehicle speeds, and speed limits in
each of the school zones in those two counties, including those
with signs posted pursuant to subdivision (d), and a
recommendation as to the continued use, expansion, or
elimination of the 15 mile per hour prima facie speed limit near
schools based the effectiveness of that speed limit on at reducing
vehicle speeds and collisions.

(d) A local authority may provide for the posting of a
temporary speed limit sign in the roadway adjacent to school
grounds. The temporary sign shall read “Children Are Present”
and indicate the speed limit. The sign may be posted when
children are going to or leaving the school grounds either during
school hours, the noon recess period, or during school sponsored
after-school activities. The sign may also be posted when
children are present on school grounds that are not separated
from a highway by a fence, gate, or other physical barrier. For a
state highway, the local authority shall obtain the approval of the
Department of Transportation before posting the sign.

(e) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1,
2010, and as of that date is repealed, unless a later enacted
statute, that is enacted before January 1, 2010, deletes or extends
that date.

SEC. 3. Section 22352 is added to the Vehicle Code, to read:

22352. (a) The prima facie limits are as follows and shall be
applicable unless changed as authorized in this code and, if so
changed, only when signs have been erected giving notice
thereof:

(1) Fifteen miles per hour:

(A) When traversing a railway grade crossing, if during the
last 100 feet of the approach to the crossing the driver does not
have a clear and unobstructed view of the crossing and of traffic
on the railway for a distance of 400 feet in both directions along
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the railway. This subdivision does not apply in the case of a
railway grade crossing where a human flagman is on duty or a
clearly visible electrical or mechanical railway crossing signal
device is installed but does not then indicate the immediate
approach of a railway train or car.

(B) When traversing an intersection of highways if during the
last 100 feet of the driver’s approach to the intersection the
driver does not have a clear and unobstructed view of the
intersection and of traffic upon all of the highways entering the
intersection for a distance of 100 feet along all those highways,
except at an intersection protected by stop signs or vyield
right-of-way signs or controlled by official traffic control signals.

(C) On an alley.

(2) Twenty-five miles per hour:

(A) On a highway other than a state highway, in a business or
residence district unless a different speed is determined by local
authority under procedures set forth in this code.

(B) When approaching or passing a school building or the
school grounds contiguous to a highway and posted with a
standard “SCHOOL” warning sign, while children are going to
or leaving the school either during school hours or during the
noon recess period. The prima facie limit shall also apply when
approaching or passing school grounds that are not separated
from the highway by a fence, gate, or other physical barrier
while the grounds are in use by children and the highway is
posted with a standard “*SCHOOQOL”” warning sign. For purposes
of this subparagraph, standard “SCHOOL” warning signs may
be placed at any distance up to 500 feet away from school
grounds.

(C) When passing a senior center or other facility primarily
used by senior citizens, contiguous to a street other than a state
highway and posted with a standard “SENIOR” warning sign. A
local authority is not required to erect any sign pursuant to this
paragraph until donations from private sources covering those
costs are received and the local agency makes a determination
that the proposed signing should be implemented. A local
authority may, however, utilize any other funds available to it to
pay for the erection of those signs.

(b) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2010.
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SEC6-

SEC. 4. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California Constitution for
certain costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district because, in that regard, this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the
penalty for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section
17556 of the Government Code, or changes the definition of a
crime within the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIII B of the
California Constitution.

However, if the Commission on State Mandates determines
that this act contains other costs mandated by the state,
reimbursement to local agencies and school districts for those
costs shall be made pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section
17500) of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.
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